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Honorable Tom Harkin
United States Senator
210 Walnut Street
733 Federal Building
Des Moines, Iowa 50309

Dear Senator Harkin:
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This is in reply to your letters of February 24, 1993, in which you inquired
on behalf of several of your constituents regarding the Notice of Proposed
Rule Making (Notice) in PR Docket No. 92-235, 57 FR 54034 (1992). This Notice
proposes comprehensive changes to the Commission's Rules governing the private
land mobile radio services operating in the frequency bands below 512 MHz.

Your constituents are specifically concerned about the impact of these changes
on radio control (RIC) hobby users. Enclosed is a discussion paper concerning
our proposals for the 72-76 MHz band. In short, we expect there would be no
adverse impact on RIC operations because of any proposal contained in the
Notice.

We are, of course, sensitive to the concerns of both users of private land
mobile radio spectrum and RIC hobbyists. we will, therefore, take your
constituents' concerns into account when we develop final rules in this
proceeding. As indicated in the Notice, we remain convinced that without
significant regulatory change in radio operations in the bands below 512 MHz,
the quality of communications in the private land mobile radio services will
continue to deteriorate to the point of endangering public safety and the
national economy.

We want to thank you ~or your interest in this proceeding.
letters will be included in the record of the proceeding.
rules to be issued in 1994.

Your constituents'
We expect final

Richard J. Shiben
Chief, Land Mobile & Microwave Division
Private Radio Bureau
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TOM HARKIN
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WASHINGTON. DC 2')510 1502

February 24, 1993

Linda Townsend-Solheim, Director
Legislative Affairs
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M St. NW, Room 808
Washington, D.C. 20554

Dear Ms. Townsend-Solheim:

(202) 224-3254

TTY (202) 224-4633

AGRICUL TURE

,\PPROPflIA TION S

SMAll BUSINESS

LABOF1 AND HUMAN
RESOUflCES

I have jJeeI1 corn_&~·i:.ed by i'iicll<lsl LE::wis, rcques1..ing illy
assistance regarding the Federal Communications Commission's
proposed changes to the 72-76 mhz radio bands.

Please find enclosed a copy of the correspondence which I
have received related to this matter. I appreciate your review
of the issues raised by this constituent and ask that you forward
your response to my Des Moines office listed below.

Senator

TH/nab
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210 WALNUT ST
733 FEDERAL BLOl;

DES MOINES. IA 50309
(515) 284-4574
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Please help me and thousands of others like me to continue the
safe enjoyment of our pastime by not allowing the FCC to carry out
its proposals for the 72 to 76 MHz band.

Sincerely,

CLt .(/(\ (...~ \. ')

Michael S. --Lewis

Academy of Hodel Aeronautics /264139



Michael S. Lewis
2802 NW 5th St.
Ankeny, IA 50021-1048

February 19, 1993

Honorable Torn Harkin
210 Walnut st.
Des Moines, IA 50309

1.O..Senator Harkin,
WI
w

It has come to my attention that the Federal Communications
Commission (FCC) has issued a "Notice of Proposed Rule Making"
(NPRM-PR Docket 92-235) which if implemented will have a profound
effect on Radio Control Model frequency use.

I have been an avid user of radio control equipment all of my
life. During the past seven years I have been unabl e to pursue
this hobby. However, I have sparked a new interest in flying radio
controlled aircraft over the past three years and invested in
electronic equipment, airplane kits, covering material and assorted
hobby related material valued at over $1000.00.

The proceeding FCC rule change, PR Docket 92-235 if adopted
will greatly reduce the usability of frequencies currently assigned
for model use and increase the risk of accidents and attendant
liability for controlling model airplanes.

The frequencies in use for RC aircraft are in the 72 to 76 MHz
band. This band is primaii I y used for private, I and, mobile
dispatch operations. Thus far the RC use of these frequencies has
been separated enough apart from the land mobile frequencies that
we have been able to share the band without either use interfering
with the other.

PR Docket 92-235 will create more land mobile frequencies by
splitting the existing frequencies into narrower band widths and
rearranging the band plan. As a resu!t, much cf the land mobile
frequencies will move closer to the RC frequencies and cause
interference to the RC operations. It has come to my attention
that of the 50 frequencies presently available for use of RC
aircraft, 19 will be left if the new rules are adopted.

I do not think it is wise of the FCC to seek to improve the
operating ognditign~ gI land mg~il@ Fadig Y§@F§ at tfl@ ~ff~@ft§@ 8f
radio-control modelers. The FCC may not think that I as am
important as the business radio users, but I have a considerable
investment in my models and radio equipment. I also feel that my
"experiences with building, flying and creating model airplanes is
just as important as that of the mobile land radio operators.
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TOM HARKIN
IOWA

(202) 224-3254

lTY 12021224-4633
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WASHINGTON, DC 2(\',1 U 1502

February 24, 1993

Linda Townsend-Solheim, Director
Legislative Affairs
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M St., Room 808
Washington, D.C. 20554

Dear Ms. Townsend-Solheim:

r f~ /
(1 ", ~
: --'I,,

CUMMI' TI-l \

AGRICUI TURE

APPf1UPIII,\TIONS

SMAI i 'lIJS1Nl,;S

I ABOR AND HUM.\N
RESOURCES

I have been contacted by Jonathan Buss regarding his
concerns about an FCC proposal to rearrange and shorten band
widths in the 72-76 megahertz range. For your reference,
enclosed is a copy of the correspondence Mr. Buss sent to me.

At this time, I would like to express my interest in this
matter. Any further information or comments you may be in a
position to provide concerning this matter would be greatly
appreciated. Please respond to Norma Boge, in my Des Moines
office, at the address printed below.

Thank you for your time and assistance.
your timely response.

I look forward to

United States Senator
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